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|| Soldiers Of The War Of The 
Revolution (1775- 83) In Clay Co. 
SERN 


© (By Cornelius F. Posson.) 
During the years 1921, 1922 and 
1923, the Indiana Society of the Sons 
of the American Revolution eonduct- 
ed a state-wide research ı with Yefer- 
ence to the soldiers of the American 
Revolution who were known to have 
spent their last days in Indiana, and 
who, supposedly, were» buried with- 
in our borders. 

During two of those years, "the 
writer was President of the state so- 
éiety, and was in charge of (his re- 
search work during the entire three- 
year period. It was Jearned that as 
many as 1500 Revolutionary soldiers 
probably lie buried in Indiana soil. 
During the first two years of the 
period, the writer was a resident of 
Brazil, and naturally gave some 


special thought to the subject in 
Clay county. 

This paper is intended to be a 
compilation of all information ob- 


tained at that time regarding sol- 
diers of — the’ American Revolution 
who are known to have lived in Clay 
County, or who are reported to have 
resided there, with such facts as 
have been obtainable regarding each. 
It is submitted at the request of 
Di. Fiuloy, president of the newly- 
Organized Clay County Historical 
Society, who states that a commit- 
tee has heen chosen to make a re- 
gearch of the subject now at hand. 

The writer, is careful, therefore, 
to present all data obtained from all 
authentie sources, believing that this 
compilation may serve as a reliable 
basis and beginning point upon 
which to found the proposed re- 
search. 

The study of this subject is most 
interesting and alluring. (as indeed 
all matters of local history are). 
And it is, at this late day, most dif- 
feult. These pioneers were often 
huried in private family burial plots 
ou their own farms, and the graves 
were often marked with rude, sand- 
stone slabs that did not endure. Thus 
the location of some of the graves 
ot ¡he early days has heen entirely 
lost. and some of the ancient family 
burial plois have passed, with the 


farms, inin other hands, and have, 
themselves. been obliterated by the 
viough. 


' . 


Other of onr pioneers were buried 
in cemeteries that are now no long- 
er used, but are found off from the 
main highways of travel, over-grown 
with weeds and brambles, and sadly 
neglected. In such places as these, 
if we will worm our way through the 
entaugling myrtle and the stinging 
hriers. we may, perhaps, come upon 
some time-worn towbstone, whose 
ancient inscription. if we can de- 
cipher it, will tell us that il guards 
the last resting-place of a patriot of 
the early wars. 

And in some of the cemeteries, 
well-kept aud still in use for pres- 
ent-dav burials, are found the graves 
of soldiers who tought in the War of 
the Revolution, So search for them 
where you may 

On June 5. 1834, the senate ol 
the United States adopted a resolu- 
tion. calling upon the Secretary of 


War to prepare a list of all pension- | 
Congress of | 


ers under the Act of 
May 15, 1828, “for the relief of the 
surviving officers and soldiers of the 
Revolution,’ and the supplementary 
act of June 7, 1832. The list includ- 
ed soldiers of the Continental line, 
and regulars, state troops, militia 
and volunteers. For the state of In- 
diana, 809 names are shown in the 
list, of which number, four only are 
shown for Clay county. This list is 
generally known as the 1835 list of 
vensioners. 

The four 
list shows for 


names which the 1835 
Clay county, are: 
David Dannor, Lawrence Thompson, 
Benjamin Wheeler, John Williams. 

Mention of each of these patriots 
will be made later in this text. 

In 1841. there was printed, in 
connection with the publication ot 
the sixth censu“ of the United States 
(1840), a list of pensioners, which 
list referred to all the pensioners on 
the U. S. Pension Rolls in 1840, on 
account of services rendered to the 
U. S. prior to that date. This list 
was compiled from the returns ol 
the District Marshals, under the act 
for taking the sixth, census, and with- 
out reference to. or “comparison with 
the records of the Pension Bureau. 
This list is commonly known as the 
1840 Jist of pensioners. lu many in- 
stances, it gives the age of the pen 


June Ist, 1840. the 


sioner as of 


“name of 


U rn en m 


the township in which he 
resided, and the name of the head ol 
the family with whom he was resid- 
ing at that time. 

For Clay county, Indiana, seven 
names are shown, two of which are 
names also shown in the 1835 list 
Aheve.: The ‘list is as follows: 
‘Hohn Wheeler, Bowling Green twp. 


ape’hb > 2B 
o Benjamin „Wheeler, » Washington 
twp. age NJ j 
Michael Crooks. Jackson twp. age, 

50. j 


Lawrence Thompson, Jackson twp. 
age 99. 
John Yocum, Posey iwp. age 96. 


Richard Cunningham, Posey twp. 
‘age sy 
! David Christy, Sr, Perıy twp-, 
lage 68. 


; From the ages of Jolin Wheeler 
tand David Christy. Sr.. us given, it 
will be readily noted that they could 
¡hot have rendered service in the 
¡War of the Revolution. They were 
¡probably soldiers of the War of 1812, 
re names, therefore, should be 
eliminated from eonsideration in our 
research concerning Revolutionary 
soldiers. 

Making allowance for the duplica- 
tion of the names of Benjamin 
Wheeler and Lawrence Thompson, 
which appear in both the 1835 and 
the 1840 lists, we now have seven 
names. From this list of seven, we 
will still further eliminate the name 
of John Williams, for in correspond- 
ence had with the U. S. Pension Bu- 
reau concerning him, Mr. Washing- 
ton Gardner, Commissioner of Ben- 
sions, advised me under date of Apr. 
14, 1922, that John Williams was a 
resident of Greenville, Floyd county, 
Ind., and that in the list of 1835 
“this soldier was erroneously quoted 
as of Clay County." This leaves six 
names remaining. 

To these, should be added the 
names of two other pensioners:— 


John Hopper, appearing in the 
1835 pension list as a resident of 
Orange county, Ind. 


William Oard, shown in the 1835 


pension list as a resident of Parke 
county, Ind. 
The reasons for including these 


two pensioners in the list of Clay 
county Revolutionary soldiers, will 
be given later in the text, where each 
patriot is treated separately. 

Many soldiers of the Revolution- 
ary war did not receive pensions, 
some never having made application 
therefor, and therefore, a list of the 
Revglutionary pensioners in any 
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county falls far short of being a 
eomplete list of the Revolutionary 
soldiers residing in that county. 
Throughotit the state of Indiana as 
a whole, onr research reveals the 
fact that but few more than one-half 
of the veterans of the Revolution in, 
{ndiana appear on the Indiana Pen- 
sion rolls. 

To the names of the eight pen- 
sioners already listed in this article 
we are now adding the names of 
five men who are reported to have 
been in the War of the Revolution, 
and to have resided in Clay county, 
but whose names do not appear in 
any Indiana Pension list. Proof of 
actual participation of these men in 
the Revolutionary war, the writer 
feels, is yet to he established. More 
complete information than we now 
seem to have, would appear to be 
necessary. Their names are added 
to this list for purposes of research 
and investigation, and it is to be 
hoped that the result of our investi- 
gations, may be added knowledge 
concerning them. 

The five names are:— 

Benjamin Bell, Joseph Case, Oba- 
diah Case, Amos Kelly. Latasco La 
Perra. 

There now having been presented 
for our consideration, the names of 
thirteen men, we will next proceed 
to take these names up in alphabeti- 
cal order, and in connection with 
each. to present all information that 
has been obtained, from all sources, 
down to the present time. 

The first three names in the list, 
we will consider collectively: 


Benjamin Bell— Joseph Case—Oba- 
diah Case. 

The writer has been unable to ob- 
ain any information concerning 
these three men other than the mere 
mention of them as Revolutionary 
soldiers made by William Travis of 
Middlebury, in his two-volume work: 
"A History of Clay County, Indiana.” 
1909, 

In Volume I, of this history, on 
Page 250, the author says: “Ata 
very early day in the history of the 
‘county, three Revolutionary soldiers, 
Benjamin Bell. Obadiah Case and 
Joseph Case, resided in the north- 
vast part of the county, within the 
‘erritory of Van Buren township. 


y prior to the census of 1840.” 

Mr. Travis may be wrong in his 
‚statement that these men had either 
| tied or left the county prior to the 
ensus of 1846; for, as dias already 
Seen shown. the list published in 
‘onnection with the census of 1840, 
was a list of pensioners. The three 


reterans may have been Revolution- 
ary soldiers but not pensioned, and! 


if so, then their names would not 
have appeared in the 1840 list, even 
‘though they were still living within 
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who had either died or left the coun- 


FA Yisitito any old cemetery lof 
family burial/plots that may still be 
in existence in Van Buren town- 
ship. might reveal "added informa-' 
tion concerning these. three men; or) 


— 


perhaps Som. descendants” “of Fp eh 
by the name of, Bell or Case. a 
still he remembered by Some of 
older residents of the township. 
t Michael Crooks. N | 
’ Nothing has been learned concern: 
ing Michael Crooks other than w hat 
is toll us by the 1840 list of Pen. 
sioners, which states that he was) 
residing June İst., 1840, in Jackson 
‘township, with James Harland, an 
‚was 80 years of age at that time. >| 
$ fany of the descendants of James 
ste are still living, or are 

embered by others now living, 5 
\sibly some further knowledge o 3 
‘this Revolutionary pensioner might 
¿he gained. I have written to the U. 
‘S. bureau of Pensions. for his service 
record. 


Richard Canninghan. 

The list of 1840 gives him as 84 
years of age, as of June ist. 1840, 
and as residing at that time, with 
Francis Cunningham, in Posey twp. 
No. other data has been obtained, 
but I have written to the U. S. Bu- 
jreau of Pensions for his military 
service record, which will doubtless 
be received soon, and will then be 
submitted as a supplement to this 
paper. 

David Dannor. 

The writer now has before him 
the military service record in the 
Revolutionary War of the patriot, 
David Dannor, ‘As given under date 
of Jan. 4. 1923, by H. M. Vander- 
voort, acting commissioner of pen- 
sions. It reads as follows: X 

“Enlisted: Aug. or Sept. 1779) 
Length" of Service. six months. R 
private. soria ed unter 
tain Patrick Watson, “in Colone 
Bruce’s Maryland Regiment. Resi- 
dence of soldier at enlistment, Vred- 
erick county, Maryland. Date of ap- 
Plication for pension, Oct. 29, 1833. 
His claim was allowed. Residence at 
date of application, Clay county, 
Indiana. Age at date of application, 
born in March, f959, in Frederick 
county, Maryland. 

"There is no family data on file, 

With possibly some slight varia- 
tion im spelling, the name Dannor 
is still a Clay county name. Letters 
written to some Clay county persons 
hy this name, some time ago, were 
neyer replied to. Possibly descen- 
dants of the patriot, David Dannor, 
may still be residing within the 
county. We have no data on David 
Dannor, other ihan that which the 
Pension report gives. F 

John Hopper. 


‚during the last. 


Pent ll Hopper seems to hive chang- 
echis place of ¡efe 


s of his life, Ac 


|Zenor cemetery, near 


‘able monuments for such graves as 


(1906), Mr. Robertson states’ that 


‘to receive it. 


The two graves so marked by the 
vounty commissioners are the graves 


‚there was an address by Peter T. 


cording to the pension list of 1835, 
he resided in Orange county, Indiana, 
at the time he made application for 
pension. At the time of the publica- 
tion of the List of 1840, he is given 
as residing in Martin county, being 
93 years of age, as of June Ist, 1840. 
Mr. Jacob Luther, formerly com- 
missioner of Clay county, says that 
John Hopper died in Owen county at 
the age of 110, and was huried in 
Bowling 
Green. Mr. Jacob Luther was one of 
the Commissioners at the time a 
search was being made for Revolu- 
lionary soldiers’ graves, and an ap- 
propriation made for providing suit- 


were found. 

The same statement regarding the 
burial place of John Hopper is made 
by F. W. Robertson of Brazil, in an 
article in the Indiana Magazine of 
History. On Page 160 of Volume 2 


John Hopper is buried in Zenor 
cemetery, a short distance south of 
Bowling Green. | 

I have written the U. S.. Bureau of. 
Pensions for the military service rec- 
ord of this veteran. and hope soon 


Amos Kelly. 

Several years ago, the Board of 
Commissioners of Clay County ap-] 
propriated funds for marking, with 
suitable monuments, the graves of 
Revolutionary soldiers buried in 
Clay County, and dn effort was made 
to locate Revolutionary graves with- 
in the county. 

As a result of this effort two very 
fine monuments were erected over 
zraves in Zenor Cemetery. 
Directly across the road 
from the Prairie City school house, 
just across Birch Creek from Prairie 
City. (It is to be noted that there 
are two Zenor cemeteries in Clay 
county---one just to the south of 
Bowling Green, and this one by 
Prairie City.) : Al 


M1 Lawrence Thompson . and Amos 
Kelly, and on July 4th., 1906, a 
Jedicatory ceremony of a most im- 
pressive nature was held at the 
graves. Major R. L. Kennedy was 
master of ceremonies, the Declara- 
tion of Independence was read by T. 
M. Robertson. an old soldier by the. 
name of Kerr acted as chaplain, and 


Luther of Brazil, prominent attor- 
ney and’ Clay County: pioneer : There 
xepesalso briet ade nesses. by John ©. 
Moss ‘of Ashboro, and, Major: Raga. 
Kennedy of Center! Point. This pa- 
triotic, memorial ceremony was ate | 
tended by two ‚humired. ‚or more in- 
terested citizens sot Clay County. ( 


m 
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Many descendants of the patriot,] 
Benjamin Wheeler, are residing. to- 
day in Brazil aud Clay County. His] 
burial place i; in the Sloan or Zenor | 
Cemetery, near Bowling Green. Ema] 
grave should Le sought. 

JOHN YOCUM 

John Yocum lies buyied in the old 
Reffett family burying ground, ou! 
the South Forest Avenue road, two! 
miles south of Brazil. His grave is) 
un-marked, as, indeed, all of the | 
graves now are in that old family; 
plot. What stones were there have! 
fallen over, and may not be lying] 
now upon the exact spot where once 
they stood. I visited the place in 
March, 1921. There was none of the! 
prostrate stones that gave any in- 
formation concerning the man Yo- 
cum, whose last resting place I ear-] 
nestly sought.- The outlines of but 
very few graves could he definitely 
determined. Possibly 
‚by which I stood was the sepulentel 
of the man who had fought with the! 
struggling colonists E 


glorious republic of ours. In any | 
event, 1 bared my head in that lone- 
ly spot, as one who stood on holy] 
gronnd. 


The old Reffett burying ground is | 


situated on a knoll, at the south- 

west corner of the cross roads, two 

| miles from Brazil, on the South For-' 
est Avenue road. Just over the fence, 

the ground is low and marshy with 

some growth of underbrush and 

small trees. Proceeding diagonally 

through this piece of ground, you 

rclimb gradually to higher ground, 

and come to the summit of a small 

knoll, marked by an evergrgen tree. | 
This is the site of the ancient buria? 

plot, and it is so nearly obliterated. 

that one might not detect it, if he} 
were not especially searching for it. | 
— ‘The man _Yocum was living iu 

Posey Township in 1840, at the age | 
of 96. So says the Pension list of] 
1840. His pension record | thought 

I had. but if so, it has been mislaid.] 
|I have written to the Bureau of Pen- 
sions for another copy of his ser-! 
“vice, and will submit it as a sup- 
plement to this paper, when l have 

received it. 

Is there no-one yet living, who 
Duce knew the exact location in the 
ola cemetery of John Yoctim’s s BE ave. j 
‘aiid "who can! cóme forward al (his 
|late. day, and before it is too late,! 
and ‘provide this information? 

We have now. spoken all we know 
I concerning the 13 Revolutionary 


¡soldiers whose names were listed at 
[the beginning of this paper. In ihe 


'private family burying grounds, 


writer’s judgment the next thing that 
should be done is to pay a visit to 
the various early-day cemeteries andi 
in| 
an intensive search for traces of] 
these patriots’ graves. Let us re-| 
claim and preserve them with suit-| 
able markers, before their oblitera-| 
tion is complete. | 

Just before removing trom Brazil,| 
the writer'was preparing for a thor-| 
ongh survey of the old ceineteries | 
in the vicinity of Bowling Green. I} 
had correspondence. with a gentle-| 
man down that way who stated that| 
there were seven or eight such ceme-| 
teries, most "of them within two! 
miles of Bowling Green. It was my | 
intention to thoroughly search all! 
of them, spending as many days as} 
might be necessary to accomplish | 
the purpose; but my removal to In- 
dianapolis at about that time, pre-; 


; vented. 


| believe results would- obtain. 


{and can place myself in Brazil for 
jan early morning start, 


I would like yet to doł it, and I 
If the 
Clay County Historical Society’s com- 
mittee is planning a trip of, this 
character to the Bowling Green vi- 
enity, I wonld like to beg in on it, 


on most 


‚any morning after August 1st, 


‚their dates could 
¡marked the grave of a Revolution-} 


ary soldier. 


irude sandstone slabs 


dor»the, statement that, 


Mr. Jacob Luther, 
County Commissioner, 


former Clay | 
“is authority 
two Revolu- 
tionary soldiers were buried at 
“Staunton” What old cemeteries are | 
there 
visited the old Vest Cemetery, just 
to the southeast of Staunton, and] 
found t to ibe old indeed, quite] 
bramble grown «and neglected. I} 
read the inscription on every stone,] 
but not one of the stones (from 
possibly have 


But graves there were, j 
of very ancient appearance, somel 
entirely unmarked, and others with 
revealing no 


‘inscription that could be read. What} 


aged resident of tliat vicinity lives] 
today, who can tell us about these 


in that vicinity? I one day $ 


and reading dates ihereon. This was 
a rather difficult task on account 
of the place being so overgrown with 
weeds and brambles; but I made 
quite a complete investigation of the 
spot, particularly so, because the 
late Mr. Silas Foulke had said that 
there was a soldier of the Revolu- 
tion buried there. 

In the whole cemetery, 1 found 
‚but one headstone whose dates 
¡would indicate that the occupant of 
|the grave had been born ‘early en- 
lough to have participated in 
[the Revolutionary War. This was 
¡the grave of one John Reece, who 
‚was born in 1768 and died in 1842.) 
¡But there were old graves there. 
Ithat were not marked, and others. 
the inscriptions upon whose head- 
stones had long since yielded to the, 
erosion of the elements, und could | 
‚au longer speak the name of the, 
one who lay buried there or tell the 
dates of his coming and going. It 
was not long after this that Mr. Si- 
las Foulke died. and betorest had 
opportunity to inquire further of 
him regarding the partriot whom he 
seemed to believe was buried in the 
old Tade burying ground. 

Other old cemeteries visited by 
the writer, and thoroughly searched! 
for Revolutionary graves, are the 
Modesitt Cemetery, about two miles 
south of Brazil on the Water- works 
Toad, $ing ther »soutli west’ corner: of 
ithe CYOss- “odds: the: cenietery ‘on, tte 
‘National Road ¿just west of “Bill- 


¡¿town,” and the old Hill, Cemetery 


in Brazil. 
This. 


on | West National Aye. 


then. is the tahulation of 


| facts thus far gleaned pertaining tò 
| | the soldiers of the War of the Rev- 
| olution in Clay County, Ihdiana, and 


the sum total of all knowledge that | | 
has been published on the subject, 


¡down to the present times. 


Let it be added to ‚by additional 
| information obtained by, a thorough 
‘research, and investigation, not long- 
‘er postponed. We may yet be able, 
to reclaim a few of these sacred | 
spots, whith, in “another year, may 
‘be entirely obliterated and lost. di 
is quite possible that we. shall not 
be able to get a bit further in the | 


ancient graves, and who t iwas that! ‚location of the graves of our Rey- 


fine day in September, 


was laid away to rest within them?/ 

Another old Clay County ceme-) 
tery visited by the writer is the 
Tade Cemetery, lying about two 
miles to the northeast of Cory. One| 
192.2 Sas | 
trolled evcry square-foot of this old 
cemetery, visiting every “headstone 


‚olutionary dead, than did those 
‘worthy searchers of 1906, who com- 

¡Dleted their effort by ‘the marking 

of the graves of but two veterans 

{of the Revolution. But let us try. 

Let us visit every cemetery in- the 

county, and every private family‘ 
burial plot of which knowledge" yet 

| remains. — 
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